

Gender and adjective agreement 
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In English Words that describe people or things are called adjectives. They can be used with the verb to be to say what someone or something is like.
Robert is tall.  (Robert is a noun; tall is an adjective.)
That pretty girl is also tall.  (girl is a noun; pretty and tall are adjectives.)
The teachers are funny  and friendly. They are all tall as well.
(teachers is a noun; funny, friendly and tall are adjectives.)
The adjective tall,  or any other English adjective, does not change form, no mat- ter whether it describes a noun that is singular or plural, masculine or feminine.
A Circle each adjective and underline the noun or pronoun it describes. Then check off whether the noun described is singular (S) or plural (P).
S
P
1. Dorothy is dark-haired.
2. We are intelligent.
3. My best friend is lazy.
4. The boys are shy.
5. Dwayne is handsome.
6. The math books are boring.
7. My classmates are athletic.
8. I am friendly and outgoing.
In Spanish People or things are also described with adjectives. However, they change their endings to match the gender  of the nouns or pronouns they describe. Most adjectives have a masculine form ending in –o and a feminine form ending in –a.
Raúl es listo. 
Marta es lista.
Adjectives that end in –e have the same masculine and feminine forms. Adjectives ending in a consonant do not add an –a, unless they refer to nationality or end in –or.
El profesor es inteligente. 
La profesora es inteligente.
Él es intelectual y trabajador. 
Ella es intelectual y trabajadora.
Adjectives also agree with nouns in number. If the singular form ends in a vowel, add an –s to make it plural. If the singular form ends in a consonant, add –es. To describe a group of males and females, a masculine plural form is used.
Los profesores son extrovertidos.
Susana y Marta son graciosas. Mis compañeras son interesantes.
Mis amigos son intelectuales.
Teresa y Pedro son antipáticos y trabajadores.
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B  Circle each adjective and underline the noun or pronoun it describes. Then, check the right column to tell whether the noun described is singular (S) or
plural (P), masculine (M) or feminine (F).
1. Rafael es moreno.
2. Nosotras somos inteligentes.
3. Mi mejor amiga es muy guapa.
4. Arturo y Julio son bajos.
5. Los profesores son divertidos.
6. Rosario es seria.
7. Emilia y Fátima son perezosas.
8. Mis compañeros de clase son simpáticos.

S
P
M 
F

C  Circle the appropriate adjective to complete each sentence.
1. Teresa es (pelirroja/pelirrojas).
2. Los estudiantes son (trabajador/trabajadores).
3. Nosotras somos (bonitos/bonitas).
4. Mi mejor amigo es (tímido/tímidos).
5. Mi profesora de ciencias es (simpático/simpática).
6. Ustedes son muy (inteligentes/inteligente).
7. La señora Hurtado es (aburrida/aburridos).
8. Elisa y Gabriel son (románticos/románticas).
D Rewrite the following sentences so the subject is feminine and plural. Then, answer the questions in c.
a. My friend is lazy.                                                                                                           b.  Mi amigo es perezoso.                                                                                                   c.  Do words need to be changed in the English sentence? in the Spanish sen-
tence? What do you conclude about adjective agreement in Spanish?
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