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You are so lucky that you are studying a foreign language.  You will be learning so much more than meets the eye.  You will acquire knowledge and abilities far beyond what you have ever imagined.

I.  MOST IMPORTANTLY, benefits for a lifetime, beyond French/Spanish classroom itself

When you study French/Spanish, you learn so much  more than French/Spanish.  In fact, French/Spanish is almost secondary.  More importantly, you will learn how to learn, how to appreciate learning, and how to become a lifelong learner!!

A.  Prepared for life and for lifelong learning

1. You will use your knowledge of French/Spanish in order to recognize new English words

2. You’ll acquire spectacular study and analytical skills.

3. You will obtain wonderful organizational and preparation skills.

4. You will improve your English reading, writing, vocab, and grammar skills, tenfold.

5. You’ll be enabled to think, and figure things out.

6. You’ll be empowered to take risks, try, and make educated guesses.

7. You’ll gain an advantage on testing, the CMT, SAT etc.

8. You will achieve more in every other school course or concept better, because you will now know how to  transfer knowledge and experiences, think better, analyze, organize, prepare, take risks, speak in front of people, make educated guesses, not give up, work hard, study better, gain the ability to be lifelong learners, etc.  The list goes on and on. 

II.  Benefits of learning ANY world language
Here are some things that you will be able to do, since you are learning a world language.  What a sense of accomplishment and achievement you will have.  WOW !
A.  Communication 

1. You will gain the ability to communicate with millions upon millions of native speakers worldwide.
2. You will be able to communicate with millions more who use it as a second language.
3. The ability to communicate within the diplomatic world and world organizations.

4. You will possess the ability to watch international TV or cable, listen to international radio, read international newspapers and magazines. 

B.  Careers
1. Most every employment application asks if you speak any languages in addition to English.

2. Employers want people who can speak other languages and are sensitive to different cultures.

3. So few Americans stick with a foreign language, that you will be an invaluable commodity.
4. You will be worth “two people” since you speak two languages.

5. You will be hired over somebody else who has no knowledge of a foreign language.
6. Tens of thousands of American companies have branch offices in most other countries.

7. You can teach English to non-English speakers, both here and abroad.

8. You can flourish in a career in which speaking two ore more languages is helpful and/or vital.

9.    Such careers are: journalist, tour guide, travel agent, lawyer, translator, diplomat, spy, firefighter, nurse, sportscaster, missionary, teacher, economist, politician, law enforcement, customer service, internet services, hotels, operator, 911 operator, librarian, flight attendant, UN worker, professor, researcher, librarian, financial expert, writer, publisher, doctor, ambulance attendant, engineer, etc.
C.  American Security

1.  The United States needs diplomats and ambassadors who can speak the language where they serve.

2.  The US needs intelligence agents to analyze and understand what’s going on in foreign countries.
3.  In order to “know your enemy”, we need to be able to know what he/she is saying, writing and doing.

4.  We need law enforcement officers on US soil who understand what non-English speakers are saying.

5.  The US military needs people who can speak the language of the land that they are actually in.
D.  Helping others

1.  You will have the ability to talk to strangers, befriend them, and bring the world closer together.

2.  You will be to connect with others by speaking their language, not expecting them to speak in yours.

3.  You can help people in the US as they learn to speak English, or become an ESL teacher.

4.  You become more sensitive to others, their ways, customs, and thoughts.  You become less judgmental.

5.  You see that there are more ways, and they are just as valid, as “the American way.”
6.  You will be able to serve in the Peace Corps and speak to the people so they understand you.

7.  You can translate for a nursing home, ambulance service, legal immigrant agency, 

8.  You can take a mission trip abroad with a church, volunteer agency, or relief organization.

E.  Improving your English skills (and CMT scores)

1.  In learning another language, you continually look at your own--  reflecting on and analyzing it.

2.  Consequently, you will look at grammar in both languages, learning English grammar better.
3.  You will practice universal skills of reading and writing, since you are doing it in your new language.
4.  Reading and writing in another language causes you to master your won.

5.  You will continually use, practice and improve critical thinking skills, as you use information around you in order to figure things out in the other language.
III.  Benefits of learning specifically Spanish/French in school
Amazingly, you will be learning tons more than just the language itself. 
A.  All of the benefits from section II, plus…

B.  Cultural Sensitivity
1. You will see that the USA may be the greatest, but it is not the only nation/culture on the earth.
2. You’ll discover the impression that we make to the rest of the world and how other countries perceive us.
3. You will learn to respect more.  You’ll respect, even though you may even disagree with, other people’s ways.
4. You can chose the “best of both worlds” and incorporate positive aspects of other cultures for yourself.

5. You’ll see that Spanish/French has regionalisms and accents worldwide, just like in English.

6. You’ll learn how each French/Spanish speaking country is different from the other, with its own customs, foods and traditions.  Just like each English speaking country is different from the other.

C.  Self enrichment
1. You can know what other people are saying about you, when they’re right in front of you.

2. You will be able to travel, and communicate with, people from over 30 other lands.

3. You can surf and understand so many more internet sites.

4. You will discover the influences that languages and people have had on your life.

5. You become so much open minded, less narrow minded toward others and the world.
6. You can read literature from other countries in the original tongue, getting a deeper appreciation of it.
